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Chief, Geographic Besearch 
Svaicafcica of CXAyto-G~i?, 


1. A serious gay la aw intelligence was recognised daring the 
195^ iuesidlidaie 2*at ericieufcea isaay eleeumts of .the intelligence 
eoara&sity ver# requited to concentrate their abteatiea tat the availa- 
bility of petepolswa, net oaly la the Kiddle Saab but ia all farts of 
tbs world; so Slagle study tea available *&ieh draw together infer- 
Bailee ca the diverse petroled industries ia tbs whole ares of Letin 
Aasrlcgu Wq help fill this gap a study of labia. Aaerleaa fStroleuB 
van initiated. Although the original intention ms bo prepare a abort 
gaper tfcapebroleua situation ia that fart of the world,, 

it book bee**** sgparsat that a eat definitive stud? present lag 
pertinent baebgroaUI iafoarasstioa es well as significant treats would 
»are. adequately serve. iabelligeaee purposes.. Also it sheared -■ obvious 
that a aors tbsrou^x treataemt of tbs sob jest would eoattisue to be 
of value long after say Btaaa&bsry crisis bad subsided. The report 
therefore was exp a n de d to Its present else. . 


g* this study is vmmmlf if sot unique, ia two respects! 

{ 1 } Tbs scope of coverage im m% duplicated is asy ether single 
pabUesfcios* So far &e ve have, bees able to deteradae, it la the only 
detailed study dealing exclusively with the petrsdassa iadtostry ia all 
of Latin Afflerlat* a part of the world coataioisg vast petroleum reserves, 
important producing oilfields, *ad a significant portion of the world's 
refining f&clllfciaan (2) She highly specialised technical temicology 
used throughout east of the petroleum literature has been kept to- so. 
absolute mX&imm* 

3*. She petroleum industry in each of the cosuatries and colonies 
in Latin America is coaaidered from various viewpoint* to sake the study 
as widely useful ae possible. Topics covered include geographic setting 
of the oilfield*, status and dCvelopaeat of the- petrol mm industry, pro- 
duettos, reserves, refineries, metis arte, sad. tasuspsytaii m* As is 
radiated by the extensive bibliography, iaforaatioa gram, hundreds of 
official sad cdneffleiftl sources was collated sad analysed ia the. 
properatiou of the study* 
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4 . ou tline for the study vas discussed with members of the 


ieitlsi stereo or toe tesseron* .. . . - . # . 

their active participation in the project, they werebelpfal la «og- 
getting i$©$i£ss&& of &&& to ctorlfytos to ^totg &X torsti&oXogy 

«,. 33^ report iV*^* he of Interest to anyone concerned either 
with petroXeta or with the rale that this iaportent natural resource 
gX&y e ta the economic aaA political development of I^tia Aawrlea. 
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